Bible Readings & Prayers — 13th October, 2024

The Collect for Harvest

Eternal God,

you crown the year with your goodness

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,

for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Turn back to the Lord,
you descendants of Joseph,
and you will live.
If you don't, the Lord
will attack like fire.
Bethel will burn to the ground,
and no one can save it.
You people are doomed!
You twist the truth
and trample on justice.

But the Lord created the stars
and put them in place.
He turns darkness to dawn
and daylight to darkness;
he scoops up the ocean
and empties it on the earth.
God destroys mighty soldiers
and strong fortresses.

The Lord said:

You people hate judges
and honest withesses;

you abuse the poor and demand
heavy taxes from them.

You have built expensive homes,
but you won't enjoy them;

you have planted vineyards,
but you will get no wine.

| am the Lord, and | know
your terrible sins.

You cheat honest people

and take bribes;
you rob the poor of justice.

Times are so evil

that anyone with good sense
will keep quiet.

If you really want to live,

you must stop doing wrong



and start doing right.
I, the Lord God All-Powerful,
will then be on your side,

just as you claim | am.
Choose good instead of evil!

See that justice is done.
Maybe I, the Lord All-Powerful,
will be kind to what's left

of your people.

Mark 10:17-31

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. ‘Good
teacher,” he asked, ‘what must | do to inherit eternal life?’

‘Why do you call me good?’ Jesus answered. ‘No one is good — except God alone. You know
the commandments: “You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal,
you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honour your father and mother.”

‘Teacher,” he declared, ‘all these | have kept since | was a boy.’

Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you lack,” he said. ‘Go, sell everything you have
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’

At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.

Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of
God!

The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, ‘Children, how hard it is to
enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’

The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, ‘Who then can be saved?’

Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are
possible with God.’

Then Peter spoke up, ‘We have left everything to follow you!’

‘Truly | tell you,” Jesus replied, ‘no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in
this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields — along with
persecutions — and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the
last first.’



