Bible Readings & Prayers — 1st December, 2024

Advent Candle Prayer

Lord Jesus, light of the world,
born in David’s city of Bethlehem,
born like him to be a king:

be born in our hearts at Christmas,
be king of our lives today.

Amen.

Watching, waiting, help us to be ready for you Jesus. Amen.

The Collect for First Sunday of Advent

Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,

now in the time of this mortal life,

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,

we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Revelation 3:7-22
“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he
opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. | know your deeds. See, |
have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. | know that you have little
strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. | will make those
who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are
liars—| will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that | have
loved you. Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, | will also keep

you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the
inhabitants of the earth.

| am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. The
one who is victorious | will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will they
leave it. | will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my

God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and | will
also write on them my new name. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.



“To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s
creation. | know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either
one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to
spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; | have acquired wealth and do not need a
thing.” But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. |
counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white
clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your
eyes, SO you can see.

Those whom I love | rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Here | am! |
stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will come
in and eat with that person, and they with me.

To the one who is victorious, | will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as |
was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. Whoever has ears, let them
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

Luke 21:25-33

“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish
and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. People will faint from terror,
apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be

shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”

He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout
leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when you
see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.

“Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have
happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.



