Bible Readings & Prayers - 16th March, 2025

Words as we present a symbol of the cross: 30 pieces of silver

When we choose self-satisfaction, when we choose self-importance,
when we choose self-righteousness, we betray Christ’s trust. When we
fail to speak or act for Christ, we deny Him and only God’s boundless love
can rescue us:

ALL: Saviour, we offer you love and worship.

The Collect for the Second Sunday of Lent

Almighty God,

by the prayer and discipline of Lent

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings,
and by following in his Way

come to share in his glory;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Philippians 3:17-4:1

Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as
a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. For, as | have often told you
before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of
Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their
shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we
eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that
enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so
that they will be like his glorious body.

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom | love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!

Luke 13:31-35

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, ‘Leave this place and go
somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.’

He replied, ‘Go and tell that fox, “l will keep on driving out demons and healing people
today and tomorrow, and on the third day | will reach my goal.” In any case, | must
press on today and tomorrow and the next day — for surely no prophet can die outside
Jerusalem!

‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how
often | have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings, and you were not willing. Look, your house is left to you desolate. | tell you,
you will not see me again until you say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.”



