Bible Readings & Prayers - 4th May, 2025
The Collect for 3rd Sunday of Easter

Risen Christ,

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life

and fill us with your peace,

to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Acts 9:1-6

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples.
He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus,
so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he
might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a
voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’

‘Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked.

‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. ‘Now get up and go into the city,
and you will be told what you must do.’

Luke 24:36-48

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.”

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why
are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my
feet. It is | myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you
see | have.”

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not
believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here
to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their
presence.

He said to them, “This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told

them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the
third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.



